Solemn Vespers
First Sunday of Advent

Saint Mary’s Basilica
November 27, 2016

Motet:

Adoramus Te, Christe
Adoramus Te, Christe,
Et benedicimus tibi.
Quia per sanctam crucem tuam
Redemisti mundum.

(T. Dubois, 1837-1924)

Introduction to the Hour
Presider:

ALL:

(Sung by Choir)
We adore you, O Christ,
And we bless you.
Because by your holy Cross
You have redeemed the world.

Opening Hymn

Psalm 110
Antiphon:

Rejoice, o daughter of Zion;
Shout for joy, o daughter of Jerusalem.

(The Assembly chants the verses in bold)
The Lord’s revelation to my Master: sit on my right,
your foes I will put beneath your feet.
The Lord will wield from Zion your scepter of power,
rule in the midst of all your foes.
A prince from the day of your birth on the holy mountains;
from the womb before the dawn I begot you.
The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change:
“You are a priest for ever, a priest like Melchizedek of old.”
The Master standing at your right hand
will shatter kings in the day of his wrath.
He shall drink from the stream by the wayside
and therefore he shall lift up his head.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.

Psalm 114
Antiphon:

Christ our King will come to us,
the Lamb of God foretold by John.

When Israel came forth from Egypt,
Jacob’s sons from an alien people,
Judah became the Lord’s own temple,
Israel became his kingdom.
The sea fled at the sight,
the Jordan turned back on its course,
the mountains leapt like rams,
and the hills like yearling sheep.
Why was it, sea, that you fled,
that you turned back, Jordan, on your course?
Mountains, that you leapt like rams,
hills, like yearling sheep?
Tremble, o earth, before the Lord,
in the presence of the God of Jacob,
Who turns the rock into a pool
and flint into a spring of water.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now,
And will be for ever. Amen.

Canticle: Revelation 19: 1-7
Antiphon:

I am coming soon, says the Lord;
I will reward everyone according to their deeds.

(The Assembly chants the verses in bold)
Salvation, glory, and power to our God:
His judgments are honest and true.
Sing praise to our God, all you his servants;
all who worship him reverently, great and small.
The Lord, all-powerful God is King,
Let us rejoice, sing praise, and give him glory.
The wedding feast of the Lamb has begun,
His bride is prepared to welcome him.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now,
And will be forever, Amen.

Scripture Reading:
Philippians 4: 4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always! I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be
known to all. The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the
peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard
and seen in me; then the God of peace will be with you.

Reflection
Franciscan Reading:
Bonaventure, The Soul’s Journey to God.
Our mind, like the house of God, is inhabited by divine Wisdom; it is made a
daughter of God, spouse and friend; it is made a member of Christ the Head, sister
and coheir; it is made a temple of the Holy Spirit, grounded on faith, built up by
hope and dedicated to God by holiness of mind and body. All of this is
accomplished by a most sincere love of Christ which is poured forth in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

Reflection
Homily

Canticle of Mary

Antiphon:

Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God;
You will conceive and give birth to a Son, alleluia.

Intercessions
After each intercession, all respond:

Our Father

Concluding Prayer
All-powerful God,
increase our strength of will for doing good
that Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming
and call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven,
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever,
Amen.

Blessing

And with your spirit.

Dismissal

Antiphon to Our Lady
ALMA REDEMPTORIS MATER

Holy mother of our Redeemer, thou gate leading to heaven and
star of the sea; help the falling people who seek to rise, thou
who, all nature wondering, didst give birth to thy holy Creator.
Virgin always, hearing the greeting from Gabriel’s lips, take pity
on sinners.

