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Entrance Hymn             (Stand) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Introduction  
 
P.:   O Lord, open our lips. 
All:   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 
 

 

Gathering Reflections and Opening Prayer  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn  
   

 
   



Reflections from the Churchõs Documents on Thanksgiving        (Sit)  
 
Hymn of Thanksgiving            (Stand) 
 



Reflections on Repentance from the Churchõs Documents         (Sit)  
 
Confession of Sin and Assurance of Godõs Mercy      (Kneel) 
 
O God of  mercy, we lament that even good actions of  reform and renewal had    
often unintended negative consequences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We bring before you the burdens of  the guilt of  the past when our ancestors did 
not follow your will that all be one in the truth of  the Gospel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We confess our own ways of  thinking and acting that perpetuate the divisions of  
the past. As communities and as individuals, we build many walls around us: mental, 
spiritual, physical, political walls that result in discrimination and violence.  
Forgive us, Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ is the way, the truth and the life. He is our peace, who breaks down the walls 
that divide, who gives us, through the Holy Spirit, ever-new beginnings.  
 
In Christ, we receive forgiveness and reconciliation and we are strengthened for a 
faithful and common witness in our time. 

 
May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.  Amen. 

 



Greeting and Sharing of the Peace          (Stand) 
 
P.:  Let the peace of  Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of   
  one body you are called to peace.  
  The peace of  the Lord be with you always! 
All:   And with your Spirit. 
 

 
Choral Anthem  How Lovely are Thy Dwellings Fair          (Sit)  
 How lovely are Thy dwellings fair, O Lord of Hosts.  
 My soul longeth, yea, longeth and yearneth for the blest courts of the Lord;  
 My heart and flesh rejoice to God, cry to the living God.  
 How lovely are Thy dwellings fair, O Lord of Hosts.  
 How blessed they that in Thy house are dwelling:  
 They praise Thy name evermore; they praise Thee for evermore. 
 How lovely, O Lord, Thy dwellings fair.  

 
Original German text compiled by Johannes Brahms from Martin Lutherôs German Bible, based on Psalm 84 

Music by Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

 

Gospel Acclamation            (Stand) 

Gospel Reading            John 15: 1-5 
P.:  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. 
All:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
òI am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide 
in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself  unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing.ó  
 
The Gospel of  the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



Homily                     (Sit)  
 
The Apostlesõ Creed            (Stand) 
 
 I believe in God, 

 the Father almighty, 

 Creator of heaven and earth, 

 and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died and was buried; 

 he descended into hell; 

 on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

 from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and life everlasting.  

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Statements of Commitment and Lighting of the Candles  
 
1. Our first commitment: Roman Catholics and Lutherans should always begin from 
the perspective of  unity and not from the point of  view of  division in order to 
strengthen what is held in common even though the differences are more easily 
seen and experienced.  
 
2. Our second commitment: Lutherans and Roman Catholics must let themselves            
continuously be transformed by the encounter with the other and by the mutual 
witness of  faith.  
 
3. Our third commitment: Roman Catholics and Lutherans should again commit 
themselves to seek visible unity, to elaborate together what this means in concrete 
steps, and to strive repeatedly toward this goal.  
 
4. Our fourth commitment: Lutherans and Roman Catholics should jointly rediscover 
the power of  the gospel of  Jesus Christ for our time 
 
5. Our fifth commitment: Roman Catholics and Lutherans should witness together to 
the mercy of  God in proclamation and service to the world.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn  
 

 
 

 

 


